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encroachment upon its liberty by the other, we Would be well on
the road to swaraj. It would be a fine training in self-defence
and self-respect or which is the same thing, swaraj. There are two
ways of defence. The best and the most effective is not to defend
at all, but to remain at one's post risking every danger. The next
best but equally honourable method is to strike bravely in self-
defence and put one's life in the most dangerous positions. A few
pitched battles between the two will soon teach them the useless-
ness of breaking one another's heads. It will teach them to
fight thus is not to serve God but to serve Satan.

I conclude this article by repeating the promise I made to
the refugees in Rawalpindi. If they will not return to Kohat
till they receive cordial invitation from the Kohat Mussalmans, I
shall be prepared as soon as the engagements already taken up
are finished to go to Rawalpindi in company with M. Shaukat
Ali and attempt to smooth the relations between the two or failing
that to help them to find suitable occupation in life.

Toung India, 18-12-1924

368.   PATRIOTISM RUN MAD
If it is true that certain Mulshi Peta satyagrahis have
wrecked a train taking labourers to Tatas works, injured the
engine driver and slashed about labourers including women, it
is a crime worthy of the highest condemnation. These offenders
against law, order and decency are said to have declared them-
selves at war against Tatas and to have said that by waylaying
the poor coolies they expect to stop the works in course of cons-
truction. This is terrorism in a cause supposed to be good. But
all terrorism is bad whether put up in a good cause or bad. As a
matter of fact every cause is good in the estimation of its cham-
pion. General Dyer (and he had thousands of Englishmen and
women who honestly thought with him) enacted Jallianwala
Bagh for a cause which he undoubtedly believed to be good.
He thought that by that one act he had saved English lives and
the Empire. That it was all a figment of his imagination cannot
affect the valuation of the intensity of his conviction. Lords Lyt-
ton and Reading honestly believe that the Swaraj Party of Bengal
is steeped in violence. But their terrorism cannot be justified on
the score of the honesty of their motives. The cause that these
mad Mulshi Peta satyagrahis hold to be just and good, the
Tatas and their supporters genuinely believe to be wicked. They